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Hireth.

The Cornish word hireth translates as an unbearable yearning to go back to a time and a place
that no longer exists.

Mum and dad's photographs are typical snaps from a bygone era. The archival photographs
used in this project were taken in1945 in the areas surrounding the small seaside town of
Marazion in Cornwall. It is where my dad originated from and that year he took my nineteen
year old mum there for the very first time. I return on my own to the very same places once
inhabited by my parents, devoid now of their presence.

It was important for me to return to the same locations as closely as possible to where my
parent’s original snapshots were taken. All the contemporary images were shot on a full frame
DSLR between 2018 and 2020 of the empty spaces where once a long time ago mum and dad
posed for the camera, when they were young, before they grew old.

The photo montages collapse and converge the time between my parent's past and my present.
They are intended to convey a sense of time passing, loss, longing and the fleeting transience
of life.













Frozen (in time).

Whilst appearing to offer eternal life and freezing time photography also
records the ageing process of loved ones; and of oneself.

Photographs are fragile objects, eventually they fade and are easily destroyed.
Ice preserves, similarly a photograph is taken to keep a memory alive.

Photographs frozen in ice, what remains ? The damage caused by the ice
mimics the progression of file, how over time it degrades.

A reminder too of the inevitable physical disappearance to which we are all
destined.
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